Knowing our Adversary (Part IX) 



And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall 
not surely die: For God doth know that in the day 
ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, 
and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. 
Genesis 3:4-5 (KJV) 

Some may take from this story the impression that God likes 
His people to be ignorant, but that is just not the case. As 
Adam and Eve found out, knowledge is not always such a 
good thing. God dispenses wisdom and knowledge liberally to 
His people when we seek it, but never gives us more than we can handle. 

In the garden Satan tricked Adam and Eve with flattery by pretending to be interested in empowering them with 
knowledge and wisdom But the truth is that Satan knew perfectly well that the consequences of them eating the 
fruit would be dire. 

Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even 
so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life. 
Romans 5:18 (KJV) O 

In the story of the fall we read about the punishments meted out by God to Adam and Eve and all men 
thereafter. Having to bear children in pain and till the soil by the sweat of our brow may have pleased Satan, but 
the real victory for him was demonstrated in their immediate reaction to hide from God. That was the point of 
Satan beguiling Eve, to drive a permanent wedge between men and God, to create a chasm between us and 
Him And that is the intention of all sin, to make men sense their ^worthiness and run away from God in shame. 

For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us 
therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find 
grace to help in time of need. 
Hebrews 4:15-16 (KJV) O 

I went over God's view of sin in the "This Matter of Sin" articles last year, give them a read if you haven't 
already. He gave me a precious insight into His heart. As joint heirs with Jesus we are entitled to appear before 
the mercy seat and obtain forgiveness of our sins. Far from running away in fear, He wants us to come boldly 
and confess as often as we need to. 

And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my statutes and my commandments, as thy 
father David did walk, then I will lengthen thy days. 
1 Kings 3:14 (KJV) © 

King Solomon was the most wise and understanding man that ever lived (1 Kings 3:12 KJV '_'). Men came 
from around the world just to hear his sayings, but like Adam and Eve and so many others since Solomon was 




tempted to pursue the occult knowledge and wisdom that God has expressly forbidden. Throughout 1 st Kings 
we see God continually warning Solomon to follow in the steps of his father and serve Him and no other gods, 
but to no avail 

But if ye shall at all turn from following me, ye or your children, and will not keep my 
commandments and my statutes which I have set before you, but go and serve other 
gods, and worship them: Then will I cut off Israel out of the land which I have given 
them; and this house, which I have hallowed for my name, will I cast out of my sight; 
and Israel shall be a proverb and a byword among all people. 
1 Kings 9:6-7 (KJV) □ 

Witchcraft is real folks, don't ever fall into the trap of believing that these evil men place spells, incantations or 
curses and perform these pagan rituals to no effect. This man full of wisdom and understanding like no other 
ended up serving the strange gods of his wives, he built temples to gods like Ashtoreth and Moloch (1 Kings 
11:5 O KJV)! 

Satan is always glad to illuminate men with his profane knowledge because it ultimately leads to our destruction. 
And like minded men to this day pursue this same knowledge at their own peril Children think the same way, 
especially teenagers. We think our parents are trying to ruin our having fun and control us when all they are trying 
to do is protect us. The lesson here is that our Heavenly Father really does know what's best for us, any 
knowledge He withholds is only for our good. 
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